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RIP Barry ‘Bunter’ Rice:   
It is with great sadness that I must announce the passing of Bunter after a 3 month illness, another hasher on trail with ‘G’. 
After being discovered in his car slumped over the wheel following a medical incident, thankfully parked, Barry was taken to 
hospital where they identified an object on his brain. This turned out to be a tumour and subsequent tests revealed that it was 
malignant and advanced. Given 6 months to a year, his response was “I’ll just have to prove them wrong!” 
After a short spell under observation, he was allowed out during the day for a few days before they decided that he could go home, 
however, he again passed out and went back into hospital. He was then moved to Martletts Hospice and continued to enjoy 
occasional days out, and we were able to see him enjoying himself at the Duke of Wellington in the company of good friends 
especially the Wellington Wailers who kept him smiling. 
Angel and myself visited him in the Martletts on the eve of our trip to Eurohash in Krakow, where he was laughing as Gabrielle 
demonstrated how the bed and chair controls worked and he found himself being alternately folded up and stretched out as she 
raised and lowered the bed. 
That Friday Wiggy heard from Sue that he had taken a turn for the worse and he passed away on the following Tuesday morning 
being unable to fight, in his weakened state, the effects of thrombosis and e-coli. 
 
For myself this is an especially poignant loss. He was one of those people who became an old friend within hours of us meeting so it 
seems that he has always been in my life, not just as a hasher or running companion, but also concert buddy, drinking companion, 
shoulder as we both went through varying degrees of life-changing experiences, and of course as a travelling companion, 
particularly our trips to Interhash 98 in Kuala Lumpur, and Berlin a few years later, and I also have fond memories of our walk 
along the Ouse Valley trail. 
 
When I first started running with Brighton Hash, I came aware of a reputation that it wasn’t a proper hash, not much more than a 
running club, and that they were a bit unwelcoming and unsocial, not doing down downs. Although the latter was true as far as a 
regular weekly circle went, I found out very quickly that the system of marks and checks was little different to my previous 
experience, and the pub, as it remains today is very much the centre of operations. Along with Wiggy, John and others, Bunter was 
very welcoming and changed my perceptions taking the fun elements very seriously (sic!) to the extent of having hashed around the 
World. His stories of his experiences at the Bali Interhash in 1988 prompted me to go to Cyprus in 1996, and a group of us 
including Bunter also went to Kuala Lumpur in 1998. 
 
Bunter notched up well over 200 runs with Brighton H7 carrying on long after the rest of the original somewhat unruly element had 
moved on. There are many stories of his deeds on hash nights where he would frequently bring smiles to many faces while 
undoubtedly putting frowns on others. Perhaps the most famous in recent memory being the Brussels sprouts fight with Rosemary at 
the Christmas party from the White Horse in Ditchling which resulted in the club being banned by landlady Mary Turner, despite 
the fact that Landlord Ian had actually run with us that night! His final appearance was just under a year before his passing when he 
joined us to celebrate his birthday at the Stanley Arms after an afternoon of celebration, had a misunderstanding with a couple of 
female regulars, and got banned, which he dealt with by hiding in the garden! 
 
Rest in peace old friend. Bouncer 
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STOP PRESS: Folks, Just to let you know that Barry 'Bunter' Rice's funeral will be held at Worthing Crematorium next 
Thursday 6th August at 12.20pm. Loud/bright shirts please and single flowers only. Donations to charity through H.D.Tribe, 
Shoreham-by-Sea. Afterwards at the Duke of Wellington. On on �
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Some Interesting Greek Facts 

There are More Porsches in Greece, per head of population than anywhere else in the world (Porsches figures). Everyone is fiddling 
tax including the legal profession who insist on being paid in cash. Every household has a safe, not because of a high crime rate but 
just so they don't have to put their money into a bank where the Taxman could find it. What they are asking is that the rest of Europe 
and the world should write off their debts (we would all like that!). They owe Germany €40 billion and us (UK) about €10 Billion, and 
the IMF an untold amount, plus many other countries. I wonder if this might be the reason they have financial problems? 

Whilst going through the Greek books before the bailouts European monitors discovered the following amazing facts:- 
*Greece has the highest proportion of people retiring in their 50’s in the Eurozone. This includes 600 hazardous workers including  
Hairdressers (Peroxide touchers) Musicians (Horn or Trumpet players!), Train Drivers and TV Presenters (Think Blue Peter!)  
*Usual Greek pensions are 96% of their last salary. Germans receive just 40%  
*Greece has the highest numbers of people in the world with an age of 110 or older! Deaths go undeclared so pensions are still being 
paid to people who died over 60 years ago. Some families are drawing 4 or 5 pensions!  
*Greek public employment is huge. It is not unusual to find 45 gardeners for small state gardens and chauffeurs average around 50 
per official vehicle. 
*25% of Greeks do not pay any taxes on Private income  
*over 25% of employed Greeks are government employees  
*Greece has four times the numbers of teachers than Finland with Finland top of the education tables and Greek at the bottom. 
Pensions; Greek ex teachers are also the best paid of the two  
*Average wage for train workers is equivalent to £66k UK and this includes cleaners. Greek railways cost half a billion Euros to run 
per year. Taxis per person would be cheaper! They have swipe cards to get on a train, the bill comes later. No-one swipes, no-one 
pays. 
*Fictitious jobs with no purpose. Example. They have an Institute for the conservation of the Kopias Lake which employs 1763 
people. That is the same lake that was drained in 1930. 
Over 300 of these public institutions have been created over the past decade. 
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